gest that it is related to water-electrolyte balance (7, 10, 26, 27) .
In this study we have investigated some general histochemical and staining properties of rat specific atrial granules. The findings may help elucidate the nature and function of these organelles. MATERIALS AND METHODS
I. Staining Reactions
Hearts were obtained from male Sprague-Dawley rats (250-300 g body weight) under sodium pentobarbital anesthesia.
The atria and ventricles were dissected in cold saline solution and fixed in one of the buffers.
II. Histochemical Reactions
The following histochemical tests were carried out: 
Rat atria. Formaldehyde-HC1
gas phase reaction. Accumulation of atrial granules (arrow) fluoresce well above background.
x 1000.
FIG.
6 and 7. A section of rat atrial tissue treated for the demonstration of granules with the formaldehyde-HC1 reaction (Fig. 6 ) and the same field rephotographed ( Fig. 7) 
